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Activity Report 

Visionary Ventures 2.0 

From Idea to Funded Venture 

One Day Entrepreneurship and Idea Pitching Workshop 

9th January 2026 at 12.00 noon  

Venue: Sir C. V. Raman Auditorium of Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati. 

 

Introduction and Background 

In the rapidly evolving innovation-driven economy, educational institutions have a greater 

responsibility of transforming young learners from knowledge receivers into innovators, problem 

solvers and employment creators. Entrepreneurship education is no longer limited to theoretical 

understanding of business concepts; it requires a practical ecosystem where students receive 

opportunities for idea validation, expert mentoring, incubation facilities and financial support for 

converting their creative concepts into sustainable ventures. 

With this futuristic vision and in alignment with the objectives of National Education Policy 

(NEP-2020), Startup India, Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan and innovation-based higher 

education reforms, Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati has consistently worked towards 

developing an entrepreneurial culture among undergraduate, postgraduate and research students. 

Taking forward the successful journey initiated through Visionary Ventures, the college 

organized “Visionary Ventures 2.0 – From Idea to Funded Venture”, a one-day 

Entrepreneurship and Idea Pitching Workshop on 9th January 2026 at Sir C. V. Raman 

Auditorium, Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati. The programme was jointly organized by 

the Start Up and Entrepreneurship Development Cell, Career Katta and Student 

Development Cell with support through institutional innovation initiatives including PM-USHA, 

DBT STAR College Scheme and Career Katta Centre of Excellence.  

Unlike conventional entrepreneurship competitions restricted to presentations, Visionary Ventures 

2.0 was designed with the philosophy: 

“Don’t just learn entrepreneurship – Pitch it, Prove it, Get Funded.” 

The initiative aimed to provide students with a complete entrepreneurial journey starting from 

identification of innovative ideas, development of business models, expert evaluation, mentoring, 

incubation linkage and direct institutional funding support.  

The programme created a unique platform where students could present their innovative business 

concepts before industry experts and startup mentors. It encouraged young innovators to move 

beyond classroom learning and explore entrepreneurship as a realistic career opportunity. 



Activity Report: Visionary Ventures 2.0 - 2026  3 | P a g e  

The activity witnessed enthusiastic participation from students of B.Sc., B.C.A., M.Sc. and Ph.D. 

programmes, representing diverse academic backgrounds. Students presented innovative ideas 

from areas such as eco-friendly technologies, herbal products, sustainable materials, organic 

cosmetics, agriculture-based innovations, health and wellness products, digital solutions and 

service-oriented startups.  

The uniqueness of Visionary Ventures 2.0 was its outcome-oriented approach. The best ideas were 

not only appreciated but were provided actual financial support for implementation. A total of 23 

young entrepreneur teams participated, and after expert evaluation, five promising student 

startup teams were selected for institutional funding support of ₹40,000 each to transform 

their ideas into practical ventures.  

The programme represents the continuous commitment of Shri Shivaji Science College towards 

building a sustainable innovation ecosystem. Since 2023, the institution has moved from creating 

awareness about entrepreneurship to providing real startup support. Through earlier initiatives, 

several student startups have received financial and incubation assistance, with one startup already 

established and two more progressing through licensing processes.  

Thus, Visionary Ventures 2.0 emerged not merely as a competition, but as an institutional 

movement to convert student imagination into innovation and innovation into enterprise, 

fulfilling the dream of creating confident, self-reliant and socially responsible young 

entrepreneurs. 

 

Concept and Evolution of Visionary Ventures Model 

The Visionary Ventures initiative represents a carefully designed institutional model developed 

by Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati to transform student creativity into commercially viable 

enterprises. The concept was developed with the understanding that young students possess 

tremendous innovative potential, but their ideas often remain at the conceptual stage due to lack 

of structured mentoring, financial support, technical guidance and entrepreneurial exposure. 

The initiative was therefore designed to create a complete innovation pathway within the 

institution where students could experience the real journey of an entrepreneur — beginning from 

identification of a problem, development of innovative solutions, business planning, pitching 

before experts, receiving constructive feedback and finally moving towards establishment of a 

startup. 

The journey started in 2023 through the first edition of Visionary Ventures, where the college 

created a unique model of supporting student ideas with direct seed funding and incubation 

assistance. The initiative successfully demonstrated that academic institutions can become 

catalysts for entrepreneurship by creating opportunities beyond classroom education. 

Continuing this vision, Visionary Ventures 2.0 – From Idea to Funded Venture was 

conceptualized as an advanced version where the focus shifted from merely generating business 

ideas towards developing implementation-ready startup models. The theme itself highlighted the 

transformation: 
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“Idea → Innovation → Validation → Funding → Venture Creation.” 

The programme was not organized as a conventional competition but as a startup development 

platform where students were encouraged to think like entrepreneurs, understand market 

requirements, identify customer problems and design sustainable solutions. 

Through continuous efforts from 2023 onwards, Shri Shivaji Science College has developed a 

strong entrepreneurship ecosystem where student innovators are provided not only financial 

assistance but also laboratory facilities, expert mentoring, incubation support and networking 

opportunities. This progressive approach has already resulted in the successful establishment of 

one startup, while two other startups are progressing through licensing and implementation 

processes.  

 

Objectives of Visionary Ventures 2.0 

Visionary Ventures 2.0 was organized with the broader objective of developing entrepreneurial 

abilities among students and motivating them towards innovation-based careers. The programme 

focused on creating young entrepreneurs who can contribute towards economic development 

through creativity, scientific knowledge and problem-solving ability. 

The major objectives of the initiative were to promote an entrepreneurial mindset among 

undergraduate, postgraduate and research students and encourage them to explore 

entrepreneurship as a potential career pathway. 

The activity provided students a professional platform where they could present their startup ideas 

before experienced entrepreneurs, industry professionals and innovation experts. Through this 

process, students received practical exposure to real-world business evaluation mechanisms. 

The programme aimed to identify innovative and commercially feasible student ideas and provide 

necessary financial assistance, mentoring and institutional support for their further development. 

Another important objective was to prepare students for larger innovation platforms such as the 

Maharashtra Student Innovation Challenge by developing their confidence, presentation skills 

and understanding of startup ecosystems.  

 

Inaugural Session and Expert Guidance 

The inauguration ceremony of Visionary Ventures 2.0 was organized on 9th January 2026 at 

12.00 noon in the prestigious Sir C. V. Raman Auditorium of Shri Shivaji Science College, 

Amravati. 

The programme commenced traditionally with lamp lighting and floral tribute, symbolizing the 

beginning of a journey towards knowledge, innovation and entrepreneurship. 
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The inaugural ceremony was presided over by the respected Principal of the college, Dr. G. V. 

Korpe, whose continuous encouragement and vision have played a significant role in developing 

the innovation culture within the institution. 

 

Mr. Amol Hirulkar, Business Incubation Manager, Research Incubation Cell, Sant Gadge Baba 

Amravati University, attended the programme as the Chief Guest and Key Mentor.  

During his expert interaction, Mr. Hirulkar provided valuable guidance regarding the startup 

ecosystem, incubation opportunities and the importance of converting innovative ideas into 

practical solutions. He explained that successful entrepreneurship requires not only creativity but 

also proper validation, planning, teamwork and continuous improvement. 

His session focused on essential components of startup development including: 

• identifying real-world problems,  

• validating innovative solutions,  

• understanding customer requirements,  

• building sustainable business models,  

• utilizing incubation facilities and available support mechanisms.  

The interaction helped students understand that entrepreneurship is a systematic process where 

ideas need to be developed, tested and improved before becoming successful enterprises. 



Activity Report: Visionary Ventures 2.0 - 2026  6 | P a g e  

 

 

Role of Institutional Leadership 

During the programme, Dr. Manish Gaikwad, Coordinator of PM-USHA Scheme, welcomed 

the participants and highlighted the importance of institutional initiatives in promoting innovation 

and entrepreneurship among students. 

Dr. D. D. Khedkar, Convener of Visionary Ventures 2.0 and Coordinator of Start Up & 

Entrepreneurship Development Cell, Student Development Cell and DBT STAR Scheme, 

presented the detailed introduction and vision behind the programme.  

In his introductory remarks, he emphasized that the purpose of Visionary Ventures was not merely 

organizing a competition but establishing an ecosystem where students receive continuous support 

from idea generation to actual startup creation. 

He explained the successful journey of the college entrepreneurship model and highlighted how 

previous beneficiaries of the initiative progressed from classroom concepts towards real 

entrepreneurial ventures. 

In the presidential address, Principal Dr. G. V. Korpe motivated students to develop confidence, 

creativity and courage required for entrepreneurship. He expressed that future education must 

prepare students not only for employment opportunities but also for becoming employment 

generators. 

He further highlighted that Shri Shivaji Science College is committed to fulfilling the vision of 

Shikshan Maharshi Dr. Panjabrao alias Bhausaheb Deshmukh by empowering rural and semi-

urban students through skill development, innovation and self-reliance.  
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Idea Pitching Competition and Evaluation Process 

Following the expert guidance session, the major activity of the programme — the Innovative 

Business Idea Pitching Competition — was conducted. 

The competition provided a professional startup pitching environment where students presented 

their innovative ideas before expert evaluators. Each participating team explained their 

entrepreneurial concept through structured presentations focusing on problem identification, 

proposed solution, uniqueness of innovation, feasibility, sustainability and market opportunities. 

A total of 23 young entrepreneur teams participated in the competition and presented diverse 

innovative ideas.  

The presented ideas represented multiple emerging sectors including: 

eco-friendly technologies, herbal innovations, natural cosmetic products, mushroom-based 

products, ayurvedic food solutions, sustainable materials, agriculture-related innovations, health 

products and service-based enterprises.  

The ideas were evaluated by experienced professionals: 

Dr. Aniruddha Shelotkar, Senior Data Engineer, Cybage Software Pvt. Ltd., Pune, Founder & 

Managing Director, INexGData Technologies Pvt. Ltd. Founder, MYAdvocacy Consultancy 

Services 

and 

Mr. Ashwin Bhosale CEO-MD, Winspage Envoy OPC Pvt. Ltd., System Administrator, P. R. 

Pote Patil College of Engineering and Management, Amravati. 

The evaluation was based on important entrepreneurial parameters including innovation, 

originality, market viability, business strategy, feasibility, technical potential and presentation 

effectiveness.  
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The expert evaluation process provided students a realistic understanding of how startup ideas are 

assessed by investors, incubation centres and funding agencies. 

 

Selection of Promising Startups and Seed Funding Support 

A distinctive feature of Visionary Ventures 2.0 was its focus on actual implementation rather than 

only recognition of innovative ideas. The programme was designed with the philosophy that young 

innovators require not only appreciation but also financial assistance, mentorship and institutional 

support to convert their concepts into successful ventures. 

After detailed evaluation by the expert committee, five innovative student startup ideas were 

identified for further development based on their originality, feasibility, sustainability, market 

potential and possibility of real-world implementation. These selected teams were awarded 

institutional seed funding support along with mentoring and incubation assistance. 

To encourage students to initiate their entrepreneurial journey, Shri Shivaji Science College, 

Amravati provided seed funding assistance of ₹40,000 to each selected startup team. This 

support aimed to help students develop prototypes, improve products, perform testing, purchase 

required materials and move towards commercialization of their innovative ideas.  

The selected entrepreneurs were also provided continuous guidance through the Start Up and 

Entrepreneurship Development Cell, Career Katta and Student Development Cell for 

transforming their ideas into sustainable ventures. 

 

Selected Startup Project 1 

Formulation of Eco-friendly Herbal Insecticide 

Student Entrepreneur: Ms. Dipali Dilip Datir 
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Among the selected innovative projects, “Formulation of Eco-friendly Herbal Insecticide” 

presented by Ms. Dipali Dilip Datir represented an important step towards sustainable agriculture 

and environmentally safe pest management. 

The idea was developed with the understanding that excessive dependency on synthetic chemical 

pesticides has resulted in several environmental and health-related concerns. The project focused 

on utilizing natural resources and plant-based formulations to develop an effective herbal 

alternative for pest control. 

Through this innovation, the student attempted to combine traditional botanical knowledge with 

modern scientific approaches to create a product that could support farmers while reducing 

chemical burden on the environment. 

The project demonstrated strong relevance in the present scenario where sustainable agriculture, 

organic farming and eco-friendly technologies are gaining global importance. Considering its 

scientific foundation, environmental significance and commercial potential, the project was 

selected for institutional funding and incubation support. 

 

Selected Startup Project 2 

Natural and Organic Cosmetic Products 

Student Entrepreneurs: 

Ms. Samruddhi Pravin Sonone, Ms. Tanaya Thakare and Mr. Abhay Bhale 

 

The project “Natural and Organic Cosmetic Products” focused on developing safe, sustainable 

and nature-based personal care products using natural ingredients. 

The students identified the increasing demand for chemical-free cosmetics and proposed the 

development of herbal cosmetic formulations that combine scientific knowledge with traditional 

natural resources. 
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The project highlighted the possibility of transforming botanical knowledge into commercial 

products and demonstrated how life science students can utilize their academic expertise for 

entrepreneurship. 

The idea promoted the concept of sustainable beauty solutions by focusing on environmentally 

friendly production methods and consumer health. 

Considering the increasing market opportunities in the herbal and organic cosmetic sector, the 

project was selected as a promising startup idea and provided seed funding support for further 

development. 

 

Selected Startup Project 3 

Mushroom Product Development 

Student Entrepreneur: Ms. Khushi Rajendra Gupta 

 

The startup idea “Mushroom Product Development” presented by Ms. Khushi Rajendra 

Gupta focused on creating value-added food products using mushrooms as a nutritional resource. 

The project addressed the growing demand for healthy, functional and alternative food products. 

Mushrooms are rich sources of proteins, vitamins, minerals and bioactive compounds, making 

them suitable for developing innovative food products. 

The idea aimed to promote entrepreneurship through value addition in agricultural produce. 

Instead of limiting mushroom cultivation only to raw production, the project explored 

opportunities for creating marketable mushroom-based products. 

This initiative demonstrated the potential of combining food science, biotechnology and 

entrepreneurship to generate sustainable livelihood opportunities. 

Considering its feasibility, nutritional importance and business potential, the project was selected 

for further support. 
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Selected Startup Project 4 

Instant Ayurvedic Food 

Student Entrepreneurs: 

Ms. Jiya M. Dahake, Mr. Kiran Gudhade and Ms. Vaishnavi Kalamkhede 

 

The innovative concept “Instant Ayurvedic Food” focused on developing convenient food 

products inspired by traditional Ayurvedic principles. 

In the modern fast-paced lifestyle, there is increasing demand for food products that combine 

convenience with health benefits. The students attempted to address this requirement by proposing 

instant food solutions based on traditional knowledge and natural ingredients. 

The project represented an integration of ancient Indian health practices with modern food 

technology and consumer requirements. 

The idea supported the concept of preventive healthcare and wellness-oriented entrepreneurship. 

By developing scientifically validated Ayurvedic food products, such initiatives have potential 

applications in the rapidly expanding health and wellness market. 

The project was selected for institutional support due to its innovation, cultural relevance and 

commercial possibilities. 
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Selected Startup Project 5 

Production of Designed Soaps from Natural Resources 

Student Entrepreneur: Ms. Ishwari S. Sable and Team 

 

The project “Production of Designed Soaps from Natural Resources” presented by Ms. 

Ishwari S. Sable and her team focused on developing handmade, customized and eco-friendly 

soap products using natural ingredients. 

The idea addressed the growing preference among consumers for sustainable, skin-friendly and 

chemical-free personal care products. 

The student team proposed the utilization of naturally available resources for creating attractive 

and value-added products with commercial potential. 

The project encouraged entrepreneurship based on creativity, product designing, natural resource 

utilization and small-scale production models. 

Considering its feasibility for student entrepreneurship, market demand and sustainability 

approach, the project received seed funding support for further development. 

 

Institutional Incubation and Future Support 

The journey of selected student startups does not end with financial assistance. Shri Shivaji Science 

College has developed a continuous support mechanism to guide young entrepreneurs beyond the 

competition stage. 

Through the Start Up and Entrepreneurship Development Cell, students will receive mentorship 

regarding product improvement, testing, branding, marketing strategies and business development. 

The college will provide access to laboratory facilities, instrumentation support, academic 

expertise and networking opportunities with entrepreneurs and incubation centres. 
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This approach ensures that student innovations progress from theoretical concepts towards 

practical market-oriented solutions. 

 

 

Outcome and Impact of Visionary Ventures 2.0 

Visionary Ventures 2.0 successfully created a vibrant environment of innovation and 

entrepreneurship among students. The programme encouraged students to think creatively, 

identify real-world problems and develop practical solutions through scientific and entrepreneurial 

approaches. 

The initiative resulted in the participation of multiple student teams from undergraduate, 

postgraduate and research programmes, demonstrating the increasing interest of students towards 

entrepreneurship. 

The programme enhanced students’ abilities in idea development, teamwork, communication, 

market analysis and professional presentation. Interaction with entrepreneurs and industry experts 

provided students with valuable exposure to the expectations and challenges of the startup 

ecosystem. 

The selection of five innovative projects for seed funding demonstrated the institution’s 

commitment towards moving beyond awareness creation and actively supporting student 

entrepreneurs. 

The activity contributed towards the broader goals of National Education Policy 2020, Startup 

India, Skill India and Atmanirbhar Bharat by empowering students with entrepreneurial 

confidence and practical opportunities. 
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Conclusion 

Visionary Ventures 2.0 – From Idea to Funded Venture marked another significant milestone 

in the entrepreneurship journey of Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati. 

The programme successfully demonstrated the transformation of an educational institution into an 

innovation-driven ecosystem where students are encouraged to dream, design, experiment and 

establish their own ventures. 

By combining academic knowledge, expert mentoring, incubation support and direct seed funding, 

the college created a powerful platform for converting student creativity into meaningful 

enterprises. 

Visionary Ventures 2.0 reflected the institution’s commitment towards producing not only 

successful graduates but also innovative thinkers, problem solvers and future entrepreneurs 

capable of contributing to society and the nation’s economic development. 
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Offer Letters to the Budding Entrepreneurs  
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Media Coverage 
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List of Participated Students: 
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Attendance:
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